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Rowan Williams gives Christians a template for evaluating church history, and by extension all history.
His nuanced reading of diverse theologians and historians from Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox
perspectives strikes me as quintessentially Anglican. He carefully guides us to a middle way between
rejecting the past as archaic, primitive, and ignorant on the one hand, and the opposite
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Much of what passed once for Church history was propagandist; and much of the best now written is
brilliantly done but apparently detached from the Church s present needs. We need a theological
approach to Church history but not one that is just partisan. In seeking to explore this need, Rowan
Williams offers some reflection on how we think about the past in general a complex issue in
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The Quest for the Historical Church consists of four chapters, each one corresponding to a lecture
given in May 2003 at Salisbury Cathedral in Salisbury, England. The lectures were revised and
expanded before publication in 2005. On the surface, the book looks like another academic work that
Williams could write in his sleep; whether you agree or disagree with him on any given issue, his
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As he reflects on how we consider the past in general, Williams suggests that how we consider church
history in particular remains important not so much for winning arguments as for clarifying who we are
as time-bound human beings. Good history is a moral affair, he advises, because it opens up a point
of reference that is distinct from us yet not wholly alien. The past can then enable us to think with more
varied and resourceful analogies about our identity in the often confusing present.
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Why should we study the past? What is church history good for? In this thoughtful volume, respected
theologian and churchman Rowan Williams opens up a theological vision of history, making it relevant
to the church today.
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Why Study the Past The Quest for the Historical Church
Linking previous ecclesiastical events with current issues and needs, Williams suggests a theological
approach to the past that enables us to clarify our identity in the present. 144 pages, softcover from
Eerdmans. Why Study the Past? The Quest for the Historical Church (9780802829900) by Rowan
Williams
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The Quest for the Historical Church By Rowan Williams We use cookies to make interactions with our
website easy and meaningful, to better understand the use of our services, and to tailor
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A review Rowan Williams Why study the past Webstory
Rowan Williams, Why study the past ? The quest for the historical church (London, Darton, Longman
& Todd, 2005) [This review appeared in the Bulletin of the Christianity and History Forum some years
back, but has not been available online before now; and re-reading both it and the book itself suggests
that it might usefully be made available now.
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Why Study the Past Rowan Williams Eerdmans
From the first chapter: "Good historical writing constructs our sense of who we are by a real
engagement with the strangeness of the past. . . . Bad history is any kind of narrative that refuses this
difficulty and enlargement -- whether by giving us a version of the past that is just the present in fancy
dress or by dismissing the past as a
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There is without a doubt that publication why study the past the quest for the historical church by rowan
williams%0A will certainly consistently offer you motivations. Also this is simply a publication why study the
past the quest for the historical church by rowan williams%0A; you can discover lots of styles and sorts of
books. From entertaining to journey to politic, and also sciences are all given. As exactly what we specify, right
here our company offer those all, from popular writers and also publisher around the world. This why study the
past the quest for the historical church by rowan williams%0A is one of the compilations. Are you interested?
Take it now. How is the method? Learn more this short article!
why study the past the quest for the historical church by rowan williams%0A. Is this your leisure? What
will you do then? Having extra or leisure time is quite impressive. You could do every little thing without
pressure. Well, we mean you to spare you few time to review this publication why study the past the quest for
the historical church by rowan williams%0A This is a god publication to accompany you in this downtime. You
will not be so difficult to know something from this book why study the past the quest for the historical church
by rowan williams%0A Much more, it will certainly help you to obtain far better info and also encounter. Also
you are having the fantastic works, reading this publication why study the past the quest for the historical church
by rowan williams%0A will not add your thoughts.
When someone ought to go to the book establishments, search establishment by store, rack by rack, it is really
problematic. This is why we give the book compilations in this web site. It will relieve you to look the book why
study the past the quest for the historical church by rowan williams%0A as you such as. By looking the title,
publisher, or authors of the book you really want, you can discover them rapidly. In your home, office, or even
in your method can be all best area within web connections. If you wish to download the why study the past the
quest for the historical church by rowan williams%0A, it is extremely easy then, since currently we extend the
connect to acquire and make bargains to download why study the past the quest for the historical church by
rowan williams%0A So easy!
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